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Portland Man Charged with Violent Threats Against 

 Federal Law Enforcement Officers 
PORTLAND, Ore.—A Portland, Oregon, man made his initial appearance today after allegedly 
making violent threats at the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) building in South 
Portland. 

John Paul Cupp, 45, has been charged by criminal complaint with Threats Made Against a 
Federal Law Enforcement Officer. 

“Threats of violence against the brave members of law enforcement and their families will not be 
tolerated, said U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon Scott E. Bradford. “The U.S. Attorney’s 
Office remains committed to holding those accountable who threaten and intimidate those who 
protect our communities, and we will continue to prosecute criminal threats of violence to the 
fullest extent of the law.”      

“Threats to law enforcement personnel have absolutely no place in our community,” said Acting 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Portland Special Agent in Charge Matt Torres. “Attempts 
to intimidate those sworn to protect the American people and uphold our Constitution degrade 
efforts to keep all of us safe. The FBI will use all investigative means available to us to seek out 
and arrest anyone using violent rhetoric to express themselves.”  

According to court documents, on October 14, 2025, Cupp began yelling insults at law 
enforcement officers as they were approaching a crowd. Cupp threatened to kill law enforcement 
officers and sexually assault their wives.   

On November 3, 2025, Cupp posted a video online reiterating the same threats to federal agents 
and their wives. On November 13, 2025, Cupp continued posting violent threats online to 
officers and their family.  

Cupp is a prolific producer of online content and regularly posts aggressive rhetoric, calls for war 
against the United States, antisemitic threats, and threats of violence.  

Since June 13, 2025, the United States Attorney’s Office has charged 40 defendants with federal 
crimes for offenses committed near ICE facilities, including assaulting federal officers, failure to 
comply, and depredation of government property. 

Cupp made his first appearance in federal court today before a U.S. Magistrate Judge. He was 
ordered detained pending further court proceedings. 
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The FBI is investigating the case. The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Oregon is 
prosecuting the case. 

A criminal complaint is only an accusation of a crime, and a defendant is presumed innocent 
unless and until proven guilty. 
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