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Clatsop County Shares Food Assistance Resources
as Federal Shutdown Threatens SNAP Timing

ASTORIA, OR — Clatsop County is urging households that rely on SNAP food benefits to
review local food resources and stay informed, as November SNAP benefits may be
delayed if the federal government shutdown continues. The Oregon Department of Human
Services (ODHS) estimates that a delay could affect about 757,000 people in Oregon —
including children, older adults, and working families.

“This is stressful for families. Food is not optional,” said Justin Gibbs, Clatsop County
Emergency Management Director. “We want people in Clatsop County to know where they
can get help right now, and we want them to know this: your EBT card will still work with
any remaining benefits already on it, and support is available locally.”

What SNAP recipients need to know

e Asthe shutdown continues, Oregon may not be able to issue November SNAP
benefits on time.

o Any SNAP dollars already loaded on an EBT card from previous months will continue
to work.

e ODHS will release updates as soon as more is known, and benefits will be issued as
quickly as possible once federal funding is released. The exact timing depends on
federal action and national payment systems.

People who get SNAP should:
e Checktheir EBT balance regularly.
o Keep following SNAP rules and reporting requirements.
e Create orloginto their ONE Online account and download the Oregon ONE Mobile
app at benefits.oregon.gov to get messages about their SNAP case.
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WIC is still operating

The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
remains open and is still providing services such as nutrition support, breastfeeding
support, referrals, and specific healthy foods for pregnant people, babies, and young
children.

While WIC and SNAP are different programs, many families in Clatsop County may qualify
for both. WIC focuses on pregnant and postpartum adults, infants, and young children,
while SNAP helps the entire household buy groceries.

“At this time, WIC benefits are still being issued, and WIC clinics are open,” said Jill
Quackenbush, Public Health Division Manager. “If you’re pregnant, have a new baby, or
have young children, please reach out to WIC even if your household also uses SNAP you
may be eligible for support through WIC.”

Where to get food in Clatsop County
Local food is available now, regardless of SNAP timing:
e Community food pantries
Clatsop Community Action (CCA) maintains an updated list of local pantries and
meal programs throughout Clatsop County. ccaservices.org/food/food-pantries/
¢ 211info
Call 2-1-1, text your ZIP code to 898-211, or visit 211info.org to get connected to
nearby food pantries, meal programs, and emergency food boxes.
e needfood.oregon.gov / alimentos.oregon.gov
ODHS’ food resource hub includes statewide and local food programs, including
free food distributions.

e Older adults and people with disabilities
The Aging and Disability Resource Connection of Oregon (ADRC) can help connect
older adults and people with disabilities to both government and community food
resources. Call 1-855-673-2372 or visit adrcoforegon.org.

State-level response

Oregon has declared a statewide food emergency and is coordinating with food banks and
local partners to direct resources where they are needed most, including $5 million to help
food banks buy and distribute more food. The state is also asking Oregonians to support
their local food pantries through donations and volunteering.
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How the public can help
 Donate shelf-stable food or funds to Clatsop County pantries or the CCA Food
Bank.
e Volunteer with local food programs.
e Checkon neighbors, especially older adults, and make sure they know about
available resources.

Stay informed
ODHS will continue to post updates on the SNAP situation, on official social media, and
through partner organizations.
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