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Songs of Hope: H.O.P.E. Drug Court Participant Partners with Bechtel School of Music to
Empower Youth Through Music

Roseburg, Oregon — October 31, 2025. The Douglas County H.O.P.E. Drug Court is proud to
announce Songs of Hope, a special community project designed to support the Bechtel School
of Music in providing instruments, lessons, and musical opportunities for local youth.

To help fund this inspiring cause, Alexander’s Greek Cuisine will host a day-long fundraising
event on Thursday, November 6, where a portion of proceeds from all meals will directly

benefit the Bechtel School of Music. Community members are encouraged to come dine and
enjoy authentic Greek cuisine while supporting the power of music to transform young lives.

Music education has long been recognized as a vital tool in fostering creativity, confidence, and
connection. For many youth, access to music can provide a meaningful outlet for expression and
healing—particularly for those who face barriers or challenges in life. The Songs of Hope project
highlights how collaboration between community programs, local businesses, and recovery
initiatives can create opportunities for lasting change.

“Music plays a vital role in the development of young people, influencing their emotional, social,
cognitive, and personal growth,” states Gordon Carnahan, H.O.P.E. Drug Court Participant, “My
goal is to provide funding for instruments, supplies and playing materials, so that all children
have an opportunity to participate.”

Michael Wheeler, Bechtel School of Music stated, “Music, especially teaching, is a way to focus
human emotion into the sublime and helping young people to do that is one of our lives’
greatest calling. Currently we have over ten students on financial need scholarships — books,
instrument rental, and lessons are all provided at a deficit for this school, and we would put this
money raised in the scholarship fund for the things listed. We are in support of this assistance
because we are grateful for any support from the community but more importantly, we are
honored and humbled that we can be part of someone’s ambition to give. This is a pure
example of community coming together to help each other, and especially children.



The H.O.P.E. (Hope Opportunity Pride Emancipation) Drug Court continues to serve as a model
for how restorative programs can inspire community involvement and second chances. Songs of
Hope embodies the program’s commitment to turning recovery into opportunity—and in this
case, into harmony.

Join the H.O.P.E. Drug Court team, Bechtel School of Music, and Alexander’s Greek Cuisine on
November 6 to enjoy delicious food and support a worthy cause. Together, we can create more
“Songs of Hope” for the next generation.

Event Details:

What: Songs of Hope Fundraiser for Bechtel School of Music

When: Thursday, November 6, 2025 All Day

Where: Alexander’s Greek Cuisine, 643 SE Jackson Street, Roseburg, Oregon
Who Benefits: Bechtel School of Music — Youth Instrument & Lesson Fund

For more information about donations or the event, please contact Gordon Carnahan at (458)
271-7785.

The Douglas County H.O.P.E. Drug Court program is preparing to celebrate its 111th graduation
on Tuesday, December 16, 2025, at 5:15 p.m. The ceremony will be held at the Douglas County
Fairgrounds in the Cascade Hall building.

Presided over by the Honorable Judge Robert B. Johnson, H.O.P.E. Drug Court operates under
the Douglas County Circuit Court. The program is designed to reduce recidivism, address
substance use disorders and encourage participants to reflect on their lives beyond their
criminal actions. The court emphasizes personal transformation, responsibility, and a focus on
future potential. A hallmark of the program is the Graduate Community Project, completed
during the final phase. These projects allow participants to demonstrate their personal growth,
social development, and the internal motivation that drives them toward meaningful, lasting
change. Posterboards highlighting their project accomplishments will be displayed in the lobby
before graduation.

Graduate flyers and additional information can be found on the Douglas County website
through the Local Public Safety Coordinating Council (LPSCC) at:
https://douglascountyor.gov/851/HOPE-Drug-Court.
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