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August 27, 2025 

Steve Elzinga 

Of Attorneys for Marion County 

PO Box 14500 

Salem, Oregon 97309 

Attorney General Dan Rayfield 

Oregon Department of Justice 

1162 Court St. NE 

Salem, OR 97301-4096 

The Honorable Pam Bondi 

Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20530 

Dear Mr. Elzinga, Oregon Attorney General Dan Rayfield and United States Attorney 

General Pam Bondi, 

The Oregon State Sheriffs' Association (OSSA) is aware of the Declaratory 

Judgment Complaint recently filed by Marion County (Marion County v. Kotek, et al, 

6:25-cv-01464-MC) seeking clarification of their legal obligations in light of the 

apparent conflicts between the Oregon Sanctuary Promise Act, Oregon Public Records 

Act, and federal law. We agree that there is a good deal of uncertainty in how these state 

and federal laws apply to local governments and Sheriff’s Offices in the State of 

Oregon, including those situations where a Sheriff’s Office or local government is 

served with an administrative subpoena pursuant to 8 USC §1225.     

We recognize that a declaratory judgment action is intended to declare the rights 

of the parties, but OSSA respectfully encourages the parties to ask Judge McShane to 

issue a detailed opinion that provides the type of clarity that will help all local 

governments in Oregon ensure they are properly following federal, state, and local laws. 
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Regards, 

Oregon State Sheriffs’ Association Members:

Nick Hunter, Marion County Sheriff 

James Burgett, Sherman County Sheriff 

Shane Mitchell, Klamath County Sheriff 

John Ward, Curry County Sheriff  

John Bowles, Morrow County Sheriff 

Mark Garton, Polk County Sheriff 

Dave Daniel, Josephine County Sheriff 

Josh Brown, Tillamook County Sheriff 

Lane Magill, Wasco County Sheriff 

Travis Johnson, Malheur County Sheriff 

Jef Van Arsdall, Benton County Sheriff 

Jason Pollock, Jefferson County Sheriff 

Travis Ash, Baker County Sheriff 

Adam Shanks, Lincoln County Sheriff 

Brian Pixley, Columbia County Sheriff 

Terry Rowan, Umatilla County Sheriff 

John Hanlin, Douglas County Sheriff Jeremiah Holmes, Wheeler County Sheriff 

Gary Bettencourt, Gilliam County Sheriff Sam Elliot, Yamhill County Sheriff 

Gabriel Fabrizio, Coos County Sheriff Michelle Duncan, Linn County Sheriff 

John Gautney, Crook County Sheriff  Nathan Sickler, Jackson County Sheriff 

Matt English, Hood River County Sheriff Todd McKinley, Grant County Sheriff 

Matt Phillips, Clatsop County Sheriff  Cody Bowen, Union County Sheriff 

Dan Jenkins, Harney County Sheriff  Carl Wilkerson, Lane County Sheriff 

Ryan Moody, Wallowa County Sheriff Daniel Tague, Lake County Sheriff 

Angela Brandenburg, Clackamas County Sheriff Ty Rupert, Deschutes County Sheriff 
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