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Baker County Repeat Offender Sentenced to More Than 15 Years in Federal 

Prison for Illegally Possessing Methamphetamine and Firearms 

EUGENE, Ore.—On September 28, 2023, a Baker County, Oregon man with a lengthy criminal 

history, who fled from a traffic stop at more than 100 mph and threatened a shootout with police, 

was sentenced to more than 15 years in federal prison for illegally possessing methamphetamine 

and firearms. 

Zachary Charles Persicke, 38, was sentenced to 188 months in federal prison and five years’ 

supervised release. 

According to court documents, in late September 2021, as part of an investigation of Persicke for 

dealing drugs and illegally possessing firearms, Baker County law enforcement obtained a state 

search warrant for Persicke’s person and an associated residence. Law enforcement observed 

Persicke in a vehicle and attempted a traffic stop. While fleeing from police and reaching speeds 

of more than 100 mph, Persicke called 911, told the dispatcher he had a weapon, and threatened 

to engage in a shootout. After driving over a spike strip placed by law enforcement, Persicke 

pulled over and surrendered without incident. In a search of Persicke’s vehicle, officers located 

and seized more than 300 grams of methamphetamine, a loaded .45 caliber pistol, and an assault-

style rifle. 

On November 18, 2021, a federal grand jury in Eugene returned a three-count indictment 

charging Persicke with possessing with intent to distribute methamphetamine, illegally 

possessing a firearm as a convicted felon, and possessing a firearm in furtherance of a drug 

trafficking crime. On April 5, 2023, Persicke pleaded guilty to a two-count superseding criminal 

information charging him with possessing with intent to distribute methamphetamine and 

illegally possessing a firearm as a convicted felon. 

This case was investigated by the Baker City Police Department with assistance from the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), Oregon State Police and the Baker County 

Sheriff’s Office. It was prosecuted by Jeffrey S. Sweet, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District 

of Oregon. 
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