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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

From February 1-7, 2022, the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center conducted a statewide survey of Oregonians’ values and beliefs. 

Research Methodology: The online survey consisted of 1,584 Oregon residents ages 18+ and took approximately 15 minutes to complete. This is a sufficient sample size to assess Oregonians’ opinions generally and to review findings by multiple subgroups. 

Respondents were contacted by using professionally maintained online panels. In gathering responses, a variety of quality control measures were employed, including questionnaire pre-testing, validation, and real-time monitoring of responses. To ensure a representative sample, demographic quotas were set, and data weighted by area of the state, gender, age, and education.

Statement of Limitations: Any sampling of opinions or attitudes is subject to a margin of error. The margin of error is a standard statistical calculation that represents differences between the sample and total population at a confidence interval, or probability, calculated to be 95%. This means that there is a 95% probability that the sample taken for this study would fall within the stated margin of error if compared with the results achieved from surveying the entire population. This survey’s margin of error, for the full sample, ranges from ±2.5% to ±3.8% depending on how the response category percentages split for any given question. 

Oregon Values and Beliefs Center: The research was completed as a community service by the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center. OVBC is an independent and non-partisan organization and an Oregon charitable nonprofit corporation.   
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Democracy and Governance

This survey includes three topics: a revisit of COVID, the health of our democracy, and relatedly, equality in Oregon. 

Please be assured your personal identity will be kept anonymous.  This survey should take about 10-15 minutes.  Random and robotic responders are subject to disqualification through validity analytics.

OVBC is an Oregon-based nonprofit, nonpartisan team that uses representative samples to provide valid research.  We share our findings with elected officials, policymakers, the public, and other researchers.  Again, be assured that your name will not be connected to any of your responses in our reporting. You will be asked if you are willing to be contacted by a journalist about your answers to this survey and participation in OVBC

Thank you. 

~ ~ ~

The next couple of questions are about COVID. We asked these same questions in the October OVBC survey and would like to see how people feel now at this time.

1. Do you feel your area’s K-12 schools are doing a good job keeping students safe and minimizing the spread of COVID-19? 
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Yes
	48%

	No
	21%

	Don’t know
	30%
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2. Have outbreaks in schools in your area been a problem in the last month? 
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Yes
	32%

	No
	34%

	Don’t know
	34%




How concerned are you about the following for hospitals serving your area of Oregon?
	Response category (N = 1,584)
	Not at all concerned
	Not too concerned
	Somewhat
concerned
	Very concerned
	Don’t know

	3. Not having enough beds for all patients requiring hospital care
	11%
	15%
	35%
	36%
	3%

	4. Not having enough staff to treat and oversee patients
	7%
	10%
	31%
	50%
	3%

	5. Not having enough specific medical supplies
	10%
	18%
	36%
	31%
	6%





This section will ask you what you think about the health of our democracy at this point in time.

6. Over the past few years, do you think American democracy has gotten...
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	A lot healthier
	1%

	A little healthier
	5%

	About the same
	14%

	A little more at risk
	16%

	A lot more at risk
	58%

	Don't know
	5%



7. [If Q6 response “healthier”] What have you heard/seen that makes you think American democracy has gotten healthier? [Open response—see blog post] 

8. [If Q6 response “more at risk”] What have you heard/seen that makes you think American Democracy is at risk? [Open response] 

	Response category
	n = 1,178

	Trump: lies, many believe them, Jan 6th, dominates Republicans
	30%

	Republican actions: gerrymandering, voter suppression, overtaking school boards
	13%

	Division of political parties: more than ever, resistance against progress
	13%

	No civility: hate towards BLM and minorities; no compassion; violence
	12%

	Government officials: greedy, lying, don’t represent voters, corrupt, not following law
	10%

	Biden: failing, no trust in his leadership/policies, stole election
	9%

	News: social media, echo chambers
	8%

	Economy: capitalism dominates, inflation, schools & healthcare de-prioritized, supply chain disruptions from COVID
	7%

	COVID: hospitals overwhelmed, mandates
	7%

	Voting rights: being attacked, new state laws, preventing BIPOC, partisan election officials
	6%

	Government paralyzed: progressive legislation not passing, Republican suppression
	6%

	Censoring freedoms
	5%

	General feeling: look around
	5%

	Misinformation
	4%

	Democrats: rigged election, don’t like
	4%

	Fascist ideology: rise of Nazis, alt-right hate groups, white supremacy
	3%

	Institutional failure: it’s falling apart, social security going away, education slipping, poor health, lawlessness
	3%

	Socialist ideology: rise of BLM/Antifa
	3%

	Supreme court: taking protections away, politicization of, appointees
	2%

	Homelessness: rampant, no one cares
	1%

	Governor Kate Brown: poor leadership
	1%

	Other
	5%





SPLIT SAMPLE A: Q9-12
9. Do you think the U.S. is a politically divided country?
	Response category
	n = 766

	Yes
	88%

	No
	5%

	Don’t know
	7%




10. [If “yes” on Q9] How worried are you about this division?
	Response category
	n = 678

	Very worried
	53%

	Somewhat worried
	35%

	Not very worried
	7%

	Not at all worried
	2%

	Don't know
	3%



11. [If “yes” on Q9] Do you feel we can come together and bridge this divide?
	Response category
	n = 678

	Yes
	28%

	No
	31%

	Don’t know
	41%



12. [If “yes” on Q9] What needs to happen to bridge the political divide in the country? [Open response—see blog report]

SPLIT SAMPLE B: Q13-16
13. Do you think Oregon is a politically divided state?
	Response category
	n = 818

	Yes
	74%

	No
	12%

	Don’t know
	14%



14. [If “yes” to Q13] How worried are you about this division?
	Response category
	n = 607

	Very worried
	35%

	Somewhat worried
	46%

	Not very worried
	14%

	Not at all worried
	4%

	Don't know
	2%



15. [If “yes” to Q13] Do you feel we can come together and bridge this divide?
	Response category
	n = 607

	Yes
	27%

	No
	38%

	Don’t know
	35%



16. [If “yes” to Q13] What needs to happen to bridge the political divide in the country? [Open response—see blog report]



17. Which of the following is closest to your point of view of the 2020 presidential election?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	There was virtually no fraudulent voting in the election
	36%

	There was very little fraudulent voting, and it had no impact on the results
	21%

	There was significant fraudulent voting, but it had no impact on the results
	8%

	There was major fraudulent voting, and it changed the results of the election
	19%

	Don't know
	15%



18. Which of the following is closest to your point of view about what happened at the U.S. Capitol building on January 6, 2021?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	The Jan. 6th events were an attempted coup or insurrection
	44%

	The Jan. 6th events were a riot out of control
	26%

	The Jan. 6th events were a reasonable protest
	8%

	The Jan. 6th events were carried out by opponents of Donald Trump, including Antifa and government agents
	10%

	Don't know
	13%



How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements
	Response category (N = 1,584)
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Neither agree or disagree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	19. Traditional parties and politicians don't care about people like me
	37%
	31%
	19%
	9%
	4%

	20. The American economy is rigged to the advantage of the rich and powerful
	48%
	30%
	13%
	5%
	3%

	21. These days I feel like a stranger in my own country
	23%
	32%
	24%
	10%
	11%

	22. American cultural and entertainment leaders have gotten to be too liberal
	25%
	16%
	25%
	11%
	22%

	23. Social policies, such as affirmative action, discriminate unfairly against white people
	17%
	18%
	25%
	12%
	29%

	24. People like me are no longer valued in America
	24%
	28%
	24%
	11%
	12%

	25. We can no longer share honest opinions with each other in our workplaces, schools, and social gatherings
	37%
	34%
	16%
	9%
	5%





26. How often do you read, watch or listen to political news?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Multiple times a day
	27%

	About once a day
	28%

	A few times a week
	19%

	A few times a month
	11%

	Never or almost never
	14%

	Don’t know
	2%



27. Which is your main source of political news:

	Response category
	N = 1,584

	ABC/CBS/NBC News
	11%

	Fox News
	8%

	Social media, such as Facebook and Twitter
	10%

	Digital or online news
	22%

	CNN
	5%

	Friends and Family
	4%

	Public television or radio
	12%

	New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, or USA Today
	12%

	Your local community newspaper
	3%

	Breitbart, Newsmax, Conservative talk radio
	2%

	None of these
	7%

	Don’t read, watch, or listen to political news
	4%



28. How satisfied are you with the United States federal form of government, commonly called a democratic republic or representative democracy?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Very dissatisfied
	18%

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	26%

	Somewhat satisfied
	27%

	Very satisfied
	19%

	Don't know
	11%



29. [If “dissatisfied” Q28] Which of the following is closest to the biggest reason you are dissatisfied with the United States form of government?
	Response category
	n = 687

	Beholden to special interests
	12%

	Not representative of my opinions
	6%

	Unable to get common sense things done
	19%

	Plagued by partisan infighting
	15%

	Built on systemic racism
	8%

	Built on classism, controlled by those with the most money
	30%

	Other – Specify: [Respondent Specify]
	11%






30. [If “dissatisfied” Q28] Which of these do you hold responsible for your dissatisfaction with how the United States federal government is doing? INSTRUCTION: Please enter a "1" to indicate which you find most responsible, a "2" for the second-most responsible, and a "3" for the third-most responsible. [In order of which chosen for most responsible:]

	Response category 
	n = 687

	Rampant disinformation on social media
	55%

	Our inability to discern disinformation
	39%

	Democratic officials
	36%

	Right-wing radicalism
	35%

	Republican officials
	35%

	Deep state disinformation
	27%

	An unwillingness to let go of old colonizer/settler ways
	27%

	Left-wing radicals
	26%

	Other
	13%



How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements
	Response category (N = 1,584)
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Neither agree or disagree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree

	31. I am proud to be an American
	34%
	25%
	21%
	11%
	9%

	32. Sometimes it is okay to engage in violence against the government
	10%
	16%
	22%
	13%
	39%

	33. Government policies generally reflect the views of most Americans
	6%
	17%
	22%
	27%
	29%

	34. It is okay for the government to arrest and prosecute protesters who break the law
	44%
	30%
	16%
	5%
	5%

	35. America’s best days are behind us
	19%
	27%
	30%
	12%
	13%



36. With which of these statements do you most agree?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	The U.S. is a good example of democracy for other countries to follow
	13%

	The U.S. used to be a good example of democracy, but has not been in recent years
	62%

	The U.S. has never been a good example for other countries to follow
	15%

	Don't know
	9%



37. Do you think there is a better form of governance than the US model of democracy?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Yes, a more representative democracy
	39%

	Yes, a different form of government
	13%

	No
	25%

	Don't know
	23%






38. [If “yes” for Q37] Name a form of governance that would be better or a country that has it? [Open response—see blog report]

Please rate the level of importance of these items contributing to a healthy government:
	Response category (N = 1,584)
	Not important
	Somewhat important
	Very important 
	Critically important
	Don’t know

	39. Decision-making is transparent to all affected by a decision
	1%
	9%
	30%
	54%
	6%

	40. Equal participation, equal treatment, and due process for all 
	1%
	7%
	23%
	63%
	5%

	41. Equal opportunity to participate in elections and representation
	1%
	7%
	24%
	63%
	5%

	42. A legal framework that is enforced equally, impartially, and uniformly
	2%
	8%
	23%
	61%
	7%

	43. Institutions are responsive to problems in a reasonable time
	1%
	11%
	42%
	39%
	6%

	44. Officials and citizens alike are capable of compromise when consensus is impossible
	1%
	11%
	36%
	42%
	10%

	45. Institution decision-making is timely, efficient, and effective
	2%
	14%
	39%
	37%
	8%

	46. Tight limits to campaign gifts to political candidates
	5%
	14%
	25%
	47%
	9%

	47. Officials and institutions are accountable to the public
	1%
	6%
	22%
	64%
	6%

	48. Balancing individual rights with responsibilities to the greater good
	4%
	14%
	35%
	41%
	7%

	49. Other—Specify: [Respondent Specify]
	4%
	4%
	9%
	56%
	26%



This next section contains questions relating to equality in Oregon. We appreciate your careful answering of these questions, and remember, your name will be kept anonymous-- it will not be associated with any of your answers in our analysis and reporting.

50. When it comes to racial discrimination, which do you think is the bigger problem for the country today?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	People seeing racial discrimination where it really does NOT exist
	35%

	People NOT seeing racial discrimination where it really DOES exist
	54%

	Don't know
	10%






51. From what you’ve read and heard, how do you feel about the Black Lives Matter movement?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Strongly support
	36%

	Somewhat support
	23%

	Somewhat oppose
	12%

	Strongly oppose
	21%

	Don’t know
	9%



52. Thinking about the social impact of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to the murder of George Floyd, do you think our culture is in a better or worse place?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Definitely better
	10%

	Somewhat better
	26%

	The same as before
	19%

	Somewhat worse
	14%

	Definitely worse
	24%

	Don’t know
	8%



52a. Feel free to share your thoughts on the social impact of the Black Lives Matter movement in the space below. [Open response] 
	Response category
	n = 572

	Concept is good: support it, needed education, important
	22%

	It is uncovering a divide/systematic injustice; raising tensions, hatred; "Karma's a bitch"
	15%

	Question it: "why one race?", all races matter
	15%

	Support the movement, but think it’s gone too far / don’t like its politics
	14%

	Spreads misinformation: terrorist org, Marxist agenda, hate, Democrat agenda, destroys family values
	14%

	Rioting aspect hurts it; protest with respect
	10%

	Negative impact on society: divisive
	9%

	Still need greater change; a lot of work still needs to be done
	7%

	Don't believe racism exists: not a problem, crying for special privileges
	6%

	Law & Order oriented: "enforce the law"
	6%

	Corruption: movement is corrupt, taking money from people
	5%

	Backlash: created violent backlash from white supremacists/racists
	5%

	Movement has been misunderstood by general population
	3%

	Media is part of the problem: enflames the issue
	3%

	We live in a violence prone country
	1%

	Teaching hate is wrong; promotes racism
	1%

	Racist comment
	1%

	Southern, rural communities need it
	<1%

	Other
	1%





Sometimes we use Pew Research national survey questions to compare Oregon with the nation. The following are such questions, pulled from Pew, but replacing “U.S.” with “Oregon.”

How much, if at all, do you think each of the following would do to reduce inequality between Black and White people in Oregon?
	Response category (N = 1,584)
	A lot
	Some
	Not much
	Nothing at all
	Don’t 
know

	53. Companies and organizations taking race and ethnicity into account in decisions about hiring and promotions
	17%
	31%
	20%
	19%
	13%

	54. Colleges and universities taking race and ethnicity into account in decisions about admissions
	15%
	31%
	20%
	21%
	14%

	55. More white people participating in training on diversity and inclusion
	21%
	28%
	22%
	17%
	13%

	56. Limiting the scope of policing to focus on serious and violent crimes
	24%
	30%
	17%
	17%
	13%

	57. Redrawing school boundaries to create more racially and ethnically diverse schools
	19%
	33%
	18%
	15%
	15%



The Donation Land Act, which became law in September of 1850, granted 320 acres of designated areas free of charge to every unmarried white male citizen eighteen or older and 640 acres to every married couple arriving in the Oregon Territory before December 1st, 1850.

	Response category (N = 1,584)
	Definitely yes
	Lean
yes
	Lean
no
	Definitely
no
	Undecided

	58. Was this fair to Native people?
	4%
	6%
	13%
	66%
	10%

	59. Was this fair to citizens who were not white?
	7%
	7%
	14%
	63%
	10%



Until the 1960s, when the civil rights movement led to the Fair Housing Act and later, in 1977, to the Community Reinvestment Act, African American families were nearly completely excluded from homeownership in Oregon.  

60. Was this fair to African American families?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Definitely yes
	5%

	Lean yes
	5%

	Lean no
	10%

	Definitely no
	71%

	Undecided
	9%






61. Taking into account the ways in which Black Oregonians were historically left out of opportunities to “homestead,” to own a home, or to attend universities, do you think there should be financial compensation offered by the State to repair these types of lost pathways to generational wealth to Black Oregonians who can document these harms?

	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Definitely yes
	16%

	Lean yes
	23%

	Lean no
	17%

	Definitely no
	29%

	Undecided
	15%



DEMOGRAPHICS

47. In what year were you born?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	18-29
	18%

	30-44
	26%

	45-54
	13%

	55-64
	18%

	65-74
	18%

	75+
	7%



48. (Quota) I describe my gender as?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Male
	49%

	Female
	49%

	Non-binary or gender non-conforming
	3%

	Trans
	1%

	Other
	<1%



49. (Quota) What is the highest level of education you have attained?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Less than high school
	4%

	High school diploma/GED
	30%

	Some college/2 yr. degree/trade
	36%

	College degree/4 yr. degree
	15%

	Graduate degree/professional school
	15%



50. What is your party registration?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Democrat
	39%

	Republican
	22%

	Independent Party of Oregon
	14%

	Some other party
	3%

	Non-affiliated
	14%

	Not registered to vote
	8%



51. Do you rent or own your home?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Own
	57%

	Rent
	33%

	Other arrangement
	10%





52. Do you have school-age children in your household?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Yes
	26%

	No
	74%



53. What was your total household income in 2020?
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Less than $25,000
	23%

	$25,000-$49,999
	22%

	$50,000-$74,999
	16%

	$75,000-$99,999
	14%

	$100,000-$149,999
	15%

	$150,000 or more
	9%

	Refused
	1%



54. When it comes to most economic issues, do you consider yourself. . .
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Very liberal
	16%

	Somewhat liberal
	21%

	Middle of the road
	35%

	Somewhat conservative
	18%

	Very conservative
	10%



55. When it comes to most social issues, do you consider yourself. . .
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Very liberal
	23%

	Somewhat liberal
	22%

	Middle of the road
	31%

	Somewhat conservative
	13%

	Very conservative
	10%



56. With which of the following races and ethnicities do you identify?  Check all that apply.
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	African
	<1%

	Asian or Pacific Islander
	3%

	Black or African American
	2%

	Hispanic or Latino
	5%

	Middle Eastern or North African
	<1%

	Native American or American Indian
	5%

	Slavic
	1%

	White 
	92%

	Other
	3%



57. Do you consider the area you live in to be. . .  .
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Urban
	29%

	Suburban
	38%

	Rural changing to suburban
	12%

	Rural
	20%






58. County/Zip Code
	Response category
	N = 1,584

	Tri-count
	43%

	Willamette Valley
	27%

	Rest of state
	31%
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