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Ethan Chemxananou receives a 75 month prison sentence  
for inflicting violence against his family for more than 10 years 

 
Today, Multnomah County District Attorney Rod Underhill announced that 45-year old Ethan 
Chemxananou received a 75 month prison sentence in January of 2020 after a jury unanimously 
convicted him of four counts of criminal mistreatment in the first degree for causing physical injury to 
his children nearly five years ago.   
 
This investigation started in September of 2018 when Chemxananou’s ex-wife ultimately came forward 
and disclosed years’ worth of domestic violence that involved her and her three children. Due to the 
statute of limitations, only four counts of criminal mistreatment in the first degree could be charged.  
 
At trial, the state presented evidence to show that in spring of 2014 Chemxananou punched his 13 year 
old son in the stomach and stomped on his back multiple times; that in summer of 2014 Chemxananou 
knocked his son to the ground and strangled him until he lost consciousness; that in winter of 2014 
Chemxananou hit his daughter in the head with a dinner plate; and that in spring 2015 he pushed his 
son and punched his daughter, causing significant damage to her nose.  
 
Chemxananou had convinced his children – who are now adults – that if they ever called police, they 
would go into foster care and never see each other again. He also convinced his then wife the abuse was 
her fault and convinced her that if she called police, her children would be taken away from her.  
 
Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge Kelly Skye imposed a 75 month prison sentence to be followed 
by three years of post-prison supervision.  
 
“The full extent of the abuse and trauma Ethan Chemxananou inflicted upon his family is not adequately 
represented in the charging document itself because of the statute of limitations, but the seriousness of 
his conduct is certainly reflected with this sentence,” said Multnomah County Deputy District Attorney 
Todd Jackson, who prosecuted this case. “Mr. Chemxananou tormented his family for more than a 
decade. Not only did he physically abuse them, he used his power, violence and fear to manipulate them 
and prevent them from contacting police.”  
 
The Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office recognizes Gresham Police Detective Adam Wright for 
his dedicated efforts investigating this case.  
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District Attorney Rod Underhill reminds our community that there are dedicated resources in place to 
help victims of domestic violence. Survivors can receive help with locating emergency shelters, safety-
planning, victim advocacy and counseling services.  
 
The Multnomah County District Attorney’s Domestic Violence Unit is committed to ending family abuse. 
The unit engages in evidence-based prosecution of domestic violence. It emphasizes the importance of 
victim advocacy services for all victims and their children. Even when a prosecutor decides to proceed 
with a case without a victim’s participation, every effort is made to offer the victim advocacy services 
from available resources. 
 
Resources: 

 Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office: Victim Assistance Program: 503-988-3222  
 Call to Safety: 1-888-235-5333  
 The Gateway Center for Domestic Violence Services: 503-988-6400  

 
The Multnomah County District Attorney’s Sexual Assault Victim Advocate (SAVA) program provides 24-
hour on-call response to victims of sexual assault in Multnomah County. Volunteers and staff respond to 
all local area hospitals to provide accompaniment for forensic rape exams, crisis intervention, resource 
referrals, and emotional support. This immediate crisis intervention service is then followed by ongoing 
support and advocacy throughout the investigation and prosecution of the case. The SAVA Program 
volunteers respond to approximately 270 sexual assault call outs each year.  
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